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CLINICAL TAKE HOME MESSAGE

External pressure regarding medical decisions
was described by collegiate athletic trainers as a
natural part of the position - not negative, but
rather a product of the culture and environment
of the setting. Strategies to mitigate the negative
effects of this pressure include establishing
positive relationships with athletic personnel,
frequent communication with stakeholders, and
providing explanations to coaches/administration
as to why specific medical decisions were made.

IMPACT

This study gathered information related to
collegiate athletic trainers' experiences with
organizational conflict when making decisions
regarding patient care and return-to-play
following injury.

"This doctoral grant helped
kickstart my research career
and overall interest in
investigating athletic trainers'
experiences providing medical
care at the collegiate and
secondary school levels."
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